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CONFIDENTIAL STOCKHOLM 331 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SOPN, MILI, SW 

SUBJECT: MFA POLITICAL DIRECTOR S COMMENTS ON JANUARY 5 AIR 
INCIDENTS 

REF: STOCKHOLM 202 (DTG 171030Z) 

DURING CALL ON MFA POLITICAL DIRECTOR LEIFLAND JANUARY 20 TO 
DISCUSS LEIFLAND'S DECEMBER VISIT TO US, DCM ASKED IF THERE 
WERE ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN THE JANUARY 5 AIRCRAFT 
INCIDENTS. LEIFLAND PROVIDED A COPY OF FOREIGN MINISTER SODER S 
REPLY TO THE PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION OF THE DAY BEFORE, AND 
REITERATED HIS STATEMENT TO THE AMBASSADOR OF JAN. 17 THAT 
HENCEFORTH ALL COMMUNICATIONS ON THE SUBJECT WOULD BE VIA THE 
MFA. LEIFLAND SAID HE HAD ADVISED THE BOARD OF CIVIL AVIATION 
OFFICIALS TO LET THIS MATTER REST FOR A COUPLE OF WEEKS WHILE 
THEY WORKED ON THE JAN. 15 CRASH OF A SWEDISH PASSENGER 
AIRCRAFT AT KALVESTA. HE ADDED THAT ONCE STUDY OF THE 
JAN 5 INCIDENTS HAD BEEN RESUMED AND COMPLETED, THE GOS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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MIGHT WISH TO DISCUSS MEASURES TO AVOID FUTURE INCIDENTS 
OF THE KIND. THIS WAS, LEIFLAND SAID, A MATTER OF SAFETY 
FOR ALL CONCERNED. DCM SAID HE THOUGHT US OFFICIALS 
WERE ALWAYS READY TO DISCUSS APPROPRIATE SAFETY MEASURES. 
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